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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JON 
TESTER, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we come to You in 

weakness and seek Your strength. 
Without Your presence, life’s chal-
lenges overwhelm. Lift our burdens and 
fill our life with Your joy. 

Strengthen our lawmakers. Use their 
talents and abilities to make a positive 
difference in our world. Empower them 
with Your providential care to find cre-
ative paths that will bring this Nation 
to a desired destination. Inspire their 
minds with insight and wisdom, their 
hearts with resiliency and courage, and 
their bodies with vigor and vitality. 
May your peace flow into them, 
calming their spirits, directing their 
dispositions, and controlling all they 
say and do. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JON TESTER led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, April 15, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of Senator 
MCCONNELL, the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business for 1 hour, 
with Senators allowed to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each, with the 
time equally divided between the two 
leaders or their designees. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
first 30 minutes be given to the Repub-
licans and the final 30 minutes to the 
majority. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
that time, the Senate will resume con-
sideration of H.R. 1195. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate recess from 12:30 until 2:15 p.m. 
today to allow for the weekly caucus 
luncheons. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. I thank the Chair. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 

THE ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

POPE BENEDICT XVI’S VISIT TO 
THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 
week we welcome his Holiness, Pope 
Benedict XVI, for his first visit to 
America as Pope. 

Here in Washington, Pope Benedict 
will meet the President at the White 
House, marking only the second time 
in America’s history that a pontiff has 
visited the White House. He will offer 
Mass at the newly opened Nationals 
Park, and deliver an address at Catho-
lic University. 

Pope Benedict will then travel to 
New York, where he will address the 
United Nations, visit Ground Zero, site 
of the devastating 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks, and say Mass at Yankee Sta-
dium. 

During his visit, the Pope will also 
champion a brotherhood of faith be-
tween the religions, by meeting with 
leaders from the Buddhist, Muslim, 
Hindu, Jewish, and other faiths. 

The Pope’s visit observes some im-
portant anniversaries. Wednesday, 
April 16, will be his 81st birthday, and 
Saturday, the 19th, will mark the third 
anniversary of his election as Pope. 

His visit also coincides with the 200th 
anniversary of four of the oldest dio-
ceses in the United States, one of 
which was established in my own State 
of Kentucky. Two hundred years ago 
this month, Pope Pius VII carved the 
Diocese of Bardstown from one of the 
oldest dioceses in the New World. 

The territory of the Bardstown Dio-
cese once covered a giant swath of 
land, including what are now the 
States of Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, Wis-
consin, Missouri, and half of Arkansas. 

The Bardstown Diocese was estab-
lished alongside the dioceses of Boston, 
Philadelphia, and New York. Its seat 
was eventually moved to Louisville, 
KY, and made an archdiocese. But its 
place in the history of American Ca-
tholicism continues to be a point of 
pride across Kentucky. 
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